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THE HEBREW-STATI/T EDUCATION COLINCIL

Home of the Largest Educational Stream in Israel

20.4%

Ultra-
Orthodox

The Statist Education System,

the Backbone of Israeli Society
42.3%

The State Education Law 5713-1953 laid the foundations for a statist education Hebrew-

system in Israel. In practice, the country has four distinct education streams:
Hebrew-Statist, Religious-Statist, Arab-Statist and independent ultra-Orthodox.
Though these streams have aspects in common, each serves a different public and
has a unique set of values, different needs and a distinct system of representation.
Until a shift in recent decades, the Hebrew-statist education stream represented
the broadest and most diverse educational avenue of Israeli society and received
budgetary resources commensurate with this status. But this policy has changed,
leading to major challenges that threaten the quality of education it can provide.

Statist

22.8%

Arab-
Statist

*Data based on the Ministry of
Education's B'Mabat Rachav
website, 2023-2024

Overview of Israel’s education streams

Main Challenges Threatening
Hebrew-Statist Education

Lack of
Representation

Resource
Gaps

Lack of a Clear
Values Compass

Today, students in the Hebrew-Statist
system receive smaller budgets than
those in other education systems,
their classrooms and schools are more
crowded and they are allotted fewer
study hours. This is in addition to
sectoral coalitional funding.

Hebrew-Statist education is currently
embroiled in a crisis of values and
image, which is reflected in its lack of
clear values and identity, the systemic
expectation that it maintain neutral
values, and its avoidance of complex or
potentially political issues. In practice,

Representation of the education stream is
vital for creating a system-specific core of
values, consolidating a cohesive identity
and values approach, securing resources
and addressing the system’s unique needs.
While the other education streams enjoy
both values-based leadership and formal

the educational stream has no clear,
unique, positive and common values
base.

The range and depth of the gaps

representation within the Ministry of
Education, the Hebrew-Statist stream
lacks representation at both levels.

The Hebrew-Statist Education Council

worKks first and foremost to represent and
strengthen the Hebrew-Statist education system

The council was established in 2024 as a home for the philosophies and values of students in the
Hebrew Statist education stream — the largest education stream in Israel. It encompasses secular
and traditional Jews from the periphery and the center, and from across the political spectrum.
The council strives to instill Hebrew-Statist education that is committed to four main values:
Judaism, democracy, Zionism, and progress and prosperity. Additionally, it works to represent this
education stream's unique needs among decision-makers; to develop a specialized pedagogy and
educational language; and to establish a social group consciousness among the Hebrew-Statist
public. The council operates in collaboration with the local authorities, the National Parents’
Council, the National Student Council, the Council of Youth Movements in Israel and the other
education streams.

The Council’s Members

Those who serve on the council reflect the diversity of the Hebrew-Statist education stream:
teachers, principals, informal education leaders, the National Parents' Council, the National
Student Council and the Council of Youth Movements in Israel (CYMI), cultural and public figures,
academics, local education officials and heads of local government.

List of Council Members



https://mamlachti.org.il/#team
https://mamlachti.org.il/%D7%94%D7%97%D7%99%D7%A0%D7%95%D7%9A-%D7%94%D7%9E%D7%9E%D7%9C%D7%9B%D7%AA%D7%99-%D7%91%D7%99%D7%A9%D7%A8%D7%90%D7%9C-%D7%90%D7%AA%D7%92%D7%A8-%D7%96%D7%A8%D7%9E%D7%99%D7%9D/
https://manor.org.il/2024/09/01/%d7%90%d7%a8%d7%91%d7%a2-%d7%9e%d7%a2%d7%a8%d7%9b%d7%95%d7%aa-%d7%97%d7%99%d7%a0%d7%95%d7%9a-%d7%91%d7%99%d7%a9%d7%a8%d7%90%d7%9c/
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The Hebrew-Statist Education Stream's approach to
values and identity is based on three cornerstones

Commitment to defining Israel
as a Jewish and democratic
state, based on the principles

Commitment to preserving
the status of public education
as a core pillar of social

Commitment to recognizing
and preserving the shared
social, cultural and ideological

of the Israeli Declaration of
Independence and the State
Education Law 5713-1953.

Based on these assumptions and deep familiarity with the characteristics of its student

solidarity, shared foundational
values, and educating the State
of Israel’s future generations.

Statist stream.

population, we have formulated a system-wide values approach that serves as an
independent and positive core focused on four realms of content and values:

Democracy &

Humanism

secular, traditional,
national

?

Zionism

and Zion

Values and worldview of the Hebrew-Statist education stream

The council operates in four main arenas:

Consolidating policy and
representing the stream

The council represents the Hebrew-Statist
education stream with decision makers in matters
of education budgeting and policymaking. It
publishes position papers, develops standards and
promotes data-driven policy and research.

Developing pedagogy
for the stream

Developing a specialized pedagogical language
for the statist education system, consolidating
teaching methods and promoting a shared
educational language for principals, teachers,
teacher training institutions, parents and civil
society organizations.

Training on the ground in keeping
with the stream's philosophy

The council runs training programs for
education staff and intervention programs in

local authorities that teach its value spheres and
provide support and professional development.

Bolstering system-wide
consciousness and pride
Fostering a shared set of values that facilitates
the creation of a comprehensive language of

identity - without compromising the uniqueness
of the individual and the community.

The Hebrew-Statist Education Council was established by The One Hundred Initiative's Manor Center

Join us in building a home for Hebrew-Statist education

For more on the council and its work, and for
further reading, we invite you to follow us:

Hebrew Statist Education
Council website

diversity within the Hebrew-

Progress and

Prosperity



https://mamlachti.org.il/
https://www.facebook.com/mamlachti/
https://x.com/mamlachti
https://www.instagram.com/mamlachtiorgil/
https://mamlachti.org.il/idea/

